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A Historic Mission Night
The Date was 28th February, 2010.
The Venue was the Burmah Road Gospel Hall Sunday School Annex.
The Occasion: Mission Night with Mr. Yap Kok Keong from the Christian Brethren Secretariat of Malaysia (CBSM) and his secretary, Mr. Lim Seok Hoay briefing the gathering on Project Paul (see Mission Night Revisited). This was their first mission project to establish a Mission Station in Temerloh, Pahang to train short-term missioners to help small assemblies (in this case, Termerloh Gospel Chapel) in their outreach work with the ultimate objective to start an assembly in Mentakab, about 6 miles away.
Its Historicity: The Mission Night that evening would be the last ever service to be held by the assembly at Burmah Road Gospel Hall in the building known as their Sunday School Annex. On March 1st, the assembly would move to 95 Jalan Hijau Empat, off Green Lane, to occupy the former premises of the Burmah Road Gospel Hall Chinese Assembly which moved to its renovated building in the present compound at Burmah Road Gospel Hall last year.
The Background:
In case overseas prayer-partners get confused by the above report, a brief explanation is in line.
In May 1938, when the assembly known then as Farquhar Street Mission House and Chapel (where assembly work first started in Malaya and Singapore in 1859 with the coming of Mr. & Mrs. John Chapman from Bristol) moved from its original site at 35 Farquhar Street to its present grounds at 164 Burmah Road, it met under the name of Burmah Road Hall. With the development of the work in the two main languages, the assembly then functioned as the English-speaking and Chinese-speaking assemblies taking turn to o[image: image1][image: image8.png]THE ECHOS FomyouSoundedout the word of the Lord ...
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ccupy the building for their respective meetings under one combined oversight. 
At that time, the grounds of BRGH was very expansive. Outside, at the back, and to the left of the building was a shed surrounded by wooden railings with a cemented floor. This was known as the bicycle shed. There was no need for car-parking lots then! This shed also doubled as a reception “hall” for tea-parties, a ping-pong games “room”, a Sunday-School class, etc.
To its right was the toilet for ladies and men built with the same outer surface as the main building. Strangely this building also served as the “changing room” for baptismal candidates after their baptism when the “wings” in the main building were upgraded later.
Further to the right stood a temporary attap shelter which served as the quarters of Am-bak, a hunch-back brother from the Chinese assembly. Mr. SS Adams, the missionary from Australia serving in BRGH picked him up from the streets to give him a “home” in the church compound. He served the Lord faithfully as a caretaker until the Lord called him home.
Facing the building and to the right, there was a wide expanse of land with a temporary shed in the middle surrounded by many coconut trees. This was the playground of the young people. It served as a roller-skate rink and the site for many fights with paper bullets shot from rubber bands, playing hide and seek behind the coconut trees, kicking the “tin kong-kong”,  playing “police and robbers”, etc.
In 1961, this “playground” (also known as the “Countryside”) gave way to the BRGH Mission House which was built to house the foreign missionaries. It was built with the money from the sale of Farquhar Street Mission House at a cost of $40,000.00.  The rest of the money of 
$28,000.00 from the sale was used to subsidise the building of another mission house next to the Butterworth Gospel Hall at $70,056.92.  Mr. SS Adams and Mr. & Mrs. A.E, Phillips moved into the BRGH Mission House from Farquhar Street. Later Mr. SS Adams felt the call to serve at Butterworth and moved over there leaving Mr. & Mrs. Phillips and their children Ruth and Colin to occupy the BRGH Mission House. They found the dining room too big and converted half of it into the Christian Book Centre selling assembly Christian books to the believers at discount rate. This closed when Evangel Book Store moved  
before  
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Then around April, 2009 the Mission House gave way to the on-going project of a new building for the English-speaking Burmah Road Gospel Hall. In its place a modern 2.5-million-ringgit building is coming up. It is expected that with the Lord overruling so that no obstacles would come in between, the assembly should be able to move into their new building in 2012 (DV), though it is anticipated to be completed in June/July this year. The Occupation Certificate will only be given when this building and the “annex” are completed. (See left photo & Architectural Elevation below).
In 1956, to make provision for the expansion of the Sunday Schools in the two assemblies, a Sunday School Annex was built to house the Sunday School classes. It was constructed based on official classroom measurements and specifications with foldable partitions to allow the rooms function as an assembly hall when required. The wire-meshed windows at the side would provide good ventilation and the acacia trees planted alongside would provide good shade. It was Mr. Tan Wah Kim’s vision to start a Kindergarten by and by. Unfortunately he could not recruit the staff and the vision never materialized.  However, the Annex served its purpose of providing r[image: image12.jpg]
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ooms for Sunday School, youth meetings, assembly fellowship activities and at the beginning, even a daily vacation Bible camp where the campers got to sleep in.
The Sunday School Annex functioned well as a multi-purpose building. In fact, when the Mission House was demolished in April last year, it was upgraded to house the assembly temporarily. It was limited in space, but it was air-con (in contrast to the former non-air-con building at BRGH) and cozy.
It was here that on February, 28th the Mission Night was held for the last time! That service also marked the end of all meetings and activities at 164 Burmah Road as officially BRGH moved to 95 Jalan Hijau Empat with effect from March 1st this year.  Mission Night was privileged to hold the last service of BRGH and in memory of that occasion a group photograph was taken.  We produce below the historic photograph to commemorate it. 
Next month it will be demolished and a new multi-purpose building will come up in its place. It is another million-dollar project and again with the Lord providing and overseeing, the assembly should be able to occupy it in 2012 (DV). The Lord has provided for ALL BRGH Building projects in the past without the need to borrow from banks and non-Christian sources. We are sure He will continue to honour them that honour Him. We would like to invite you not only to pray for the work here but also to be partners in practical fellowship with those at BRGH.
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In the meanwhile, future Mission Nights will be held at Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall until the new building is ready. We would like to thank the SNGH Oversight for their kindness. 
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